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Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming  83020 

December  13,  1966 

Summary  of  November  1966  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

Stormy  or  overcast,  snowstorm  Nov.  6 
Temperatures  around  the  Park 

Snow  conditions 

5,857  visitors,  increase  of  24.7%  over  last  year 
2,129,017  visitors  for  year  to  date 

8  at  Cave  Falls,  Bechler  area 

Ranger  meeting  on  general  operation 

Lowell  White  to  Intermountain  Council  meeting  11/3-4 
Meetings  with  County  Coram,  and  representatives  of 
the  Town  of  Gardiner  on  Sewer  and  Water  plans 

Supt.  attended  41st  Conv.  of  Dude  Ranchers  Assoc. 

Billings,  11/17-19 

Supt.  in  Washington  office  11/7-10; 

Supt.  presented  Distinguished  Service  Award,  11/10 

Lake  Mess  closed  11/4 

Remote  raio  installed  in  Storehouse,  communicate 

with  Beartooth  Mess  Hall 

Staff  meetings  held  11/3  and  17 


Elroy  W.  Bohlin,  to  Mgt.  Asst.,  Big  dole 
Aubrey  L.  Haines,  to  Park  Naturalist 

Mary  E.  Wells,  to  Secretary  to  Superintendent 

Ward  L.  Excell,  Foreman  III -Maintenance  from  Bryce 
Mary  E.  Rector,  Clerk-Typist  from  Dinosaur  NM 

Ranger  James  V.  Court  to  Big  Bend 

Supply  Clerk  Rcbert  L.  W  rren  to  Dinosaur 
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Retirement 


Park  Naturalist  George  D.  Marler,  11/30 
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WAGE  RATES 


AWARDS 


DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE  AWARD 

SPECIAL 
ASSIGNMENT 


BOARD  OF 
EXAMINERS 

QUARTERS 
APPRAISALS 


BIRTHS 


INTERPRETIVE 
SERVICES 


YLMfi 


Approx.2.8%  inc.  for  blue  collar  workers,  11/20 

$50  cash  award  to  Operator  Gen.,  A.  Frank  Hape 

To  Supt.  McLaughlin,  presented  by  Secy. of  Interior 
Stewart  L.  Udall  in  Washington,  11/10 

Ch. Nat 1st .John  M.  Good  to  Exec. Leader. Workshop, 
Harpers  Ferry,  12/4-14 

Requirements  &  examination  announcements 
developed  by  James  J.  Schaefer 

Housekeeping  quarters  rentals  eff.  10/23 

A  daughter,  11/20  to  NPS  employee 

Mini-folder  to  be  distributed  to  Park  visitors 

next  sea  son 

Attendance  Mammoth  Museum  -  280  visitors 

Honorarium  raised  to  $250  per  year 

Quarterly  report  ending  12/31/66  to  Midwest  Region 

Dr.  John  S.  Rinehart  in  Park  checking  OF  eruptions 

for  research 

Rustrak  Recorder  at  STEAMBOAT  serviced  11/14 

Serviced  11/18 

Some  work  for  Grant  Village  slide  program 


4 
4 


RESEARCH  AND 
OBSERVATIONS 

SEISMOGRAPHS 

VISUAL  AIDS 

SAFETY  AND 

HEALTH         1  on-the-job  accident  -  no  lost  time 

HAZARDOUS  TREES  Removal  at  Lake  and  Pebble  Creek  Campground 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT  4  incidents  reported 

8  cases  closed  on  car  burglaries 

O.F.  road  closed  11/6 

Problem  with  hunters  on  small  snowmobiles 


4 
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BUILDINGS  AND 
UTILITIES 


Facilities  secured  for  winter  exc.  Lahd  Bgr.Sta. 
2,000-gal.tank  at  Lamar  relocated 

Metering  of  power  at  West  &  North  Entrances  completed 
38  new  signs  made.   30  lettered.  13  placed  at  Norris 
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BUILDINGS  AND 
UTILITIES 


ROADS  AND 
TRAILS 

FOREST  FIRE 
PROTECTION 

BUILDING  FIRE 
PROTECTION 


Projection  booth  placed  at  Grant  Village  Amphitheater 

New  governor  on  motor  at  Mt.  Washburn  11/30 

New  radio  system  finaled  on  11/7,  few  deficiencies 

to  correct 

Mobile  radios  installed  in  snow  equipment 

Crews  cut  down  for  winter  operations 
snow  plowing  done  in  Park 

Annual  fire  report  summary  completed;  updating 
of  individual  rating  cards 

Fire  brigade  sessions  held  on  11/8  and  22 
St d. spec. submitted  for  fire  plugs  in  Park 


INSECT  AND  TREE  Beetle  survey  at  Bechler  completed  11/9,  prevalent 
DISEASES       but  below  epidemic  proportions 

Samples  taken  near  Fall  River  &  Bechler  Rgs.Sta. 

Final  check  on  BRC  activities;  informal  BRC  jcouting 

trip  into  Gallatin  NF  11/29-30 

Rust  on  White  pine  in  Eagle  Creek  drainage  and 

Bear  Creek  drainage  for  first  time 


CONCESSIONS     Lodging  rates  and  Opening  &  Closing  dates  for  1967 
approved  and  sent  to  Waso  &  Region;  new  classifi- 
cations; bids  out  for  food  needs 
Rates  approved  for  snowmobile  operations 
Inspections  completed  11/9 

Removal  of  boat  dock  at  Lake  857»  complete,  will 
continue  next  spring;  portion  floating  dock  at 
F.  B.  removed 

YPco,  purchased  12  oversnow  machines  to  rent; 
trips  from  Tower  to  Washburn,  and  Golden  Gate 
to  Norris  —  will  be  guided 

2  winterkeepers,  bachelors,  at  O.F. 

Medical  Service  Meeting  with  Dr.  Moffit  of 
Livingston  Clinic  and  Park  officials  11/22 

Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.  Undesirable  mdse  still 
being  sold 

CIVIL  DEFENSE   Meetings  held  11/9  and  28 


USGS 


Snow  survey  training;  Madison  River  gauge  and 
moisture  and  snow  moisture  gages  read 
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WILDLIFE 


Bison 

Antelope  & 
Deer 


Elk 


Wildlife  trend  count,  Mammoth  &  Reese  Creek,  11/3 
Habitat  maps  &  acreage  est  revised  for  Missouri 
River  Basin  Study 

29  in  Lamar  area 

Increased  no.  of  deer  and  pronghorn  in  Mammoth- 
Reese  Creek  area.  Deer  between  Mammoth -Tower, 
Hellroaring  Slopes-Lamar  River 

Elk  Trapping  Manual  revised 

Elk  Management  &  Distribution  -  Listed 

Slouth  &  Crystal  Creek  traps  ready  for  operation       10-11 


PUBLIC  AFFAIRS 


Publicity 


Chapel  Use 
PUBLIC  RELATIONS 


Yellowstone  Weekly  News  issued  each  Thursday 

3  press  releases:  Facilities  Open  in  Park; 

Award  to  Air  Sampling  Station  here;  Park 

Roads  closed  11 

Protestant  services  held  throughout  month  11 


Ranger  Ladd,  fire  talk  to  Mammoth  Kindergarten 

Biologist  Metherell  talks  on  wildlife  mgmt. 

at  Albright  Training  Center,  11/15 

Naturalist  Good  guest  speaker  at  Gardiner  PTO  11/21 

Rangers-Cooke  City  Ski-doo  operators  met ,  discussed 

use  of  vehicles  in  Park.   11  machines  for  rent, 

confined  to  conducted  trips  in  Daisy  Pass  area         11 


PUBLIC 


RELATIONS  AFFAIRS 


West  Yellowstone  Mayor:  Mrs.  Billie  Smith 

Aldermen:  Calvin  Fuller    East  Ward 
Francis  Whitman       " 


CONTRACT 


Joe  Eagle 
Ernest  Wilson 


Listed 


West  Ward 
ii    ii 
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BIG  HOLE  NATIONAL  BATTLEFIELD 

Travel         Battlefield  closed  for  winter  on  November  4  13 

General  Information  -  listed  13 

Design  and      Yellowstone  National  Park     -  Listed  14 

Construction    Big  Hole  National  Battlefield  -  Listed  15 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone  National   Park,    Wyoming  83020 

December  13,  1966 

Memorandum 

To:       Director 

From:     Superintendent,  Yellowstone 

Subject:   Superintendent's  Monthly  Narrative  Report,  November  1966 

General 

Weather  Conditions*  The  first  real  snowstorm  of  the  season  occurred 
on  November  6,  when  approximately  10  to  12  inches  of  snow  fell  through- 
out the  Park.  Although  most  of  the  month  was  stormy  or  overcast,  pre- 
cipitation, other  than  on  November  6,  was  light  and  scattered. 

Temperatures  recorded  around  the  Park  were: 


Maximum 


Date   Minimum 


Date 


North  Entrance 

Mammoth  (Headquarters) 

Lamar 

West  Yellowstone 

Old  Faithful 

Northeast  Entrance 


65  degrees  11/4 

60  11/4 

54  11/3 

52  10/29 

49  11/1 

47  11/2 


-  4  degrees  11/10 
-16  11/10 
-22  11/9 

-  3  11/9 
-11  11/9 
-11  11/9 


By  November  17  most  snow  was  gone  from  the  lower  winter  range 
and  maximum  depth  was  0.5  foot  on  a  level  site  at  Tower  Junction.  Most 
southfacing  slopes  were  bare  throughout  the  winter  range.  The  heavy 
thawing  caused  moderate  to  severe  crusting  conditions  by  the  middle  of 
the  month  that  became  worse  by  the  end  of  the  month.   The  crusting  could 
have  a  strong  influence  on  elk  feeding  activities.   By  the  end  of  the 
month,  somewhat  more  snow  with  much  more  crusting  was  present  on  the 
winter  range  and  at  higher  elevations  than  at  the  same  time  last  year. 
Comparable  crusting  conditions  didn't  develop  until  late  January  or 
February  last  year. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  Visitors  entering  Yellowstone  National 
Park  during  November  totaled  5,857,  in  a  total  of  1,627  automobiles. 
This  is  a  24.7  percent  increase,  as  compared  to  November  1965.   Visitors 
entering  Yellowstone  for  the  year  to  date,  total  2,129,017. 
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Vehicles  entering  the  Park  via  the  North  Entrance  totaled  1,140 
during  November,  compared  to  1,060  last  year  during  the  same  period. 
Very  few  vehicles  were  seen  or  recorded  at  Lamar  and  the  Northeast 
Entrance. 

There  were  89  vehicles  recorded  at  the  East  Entrance  while  none  were 
recorded  last  year  at  this  time.   In  November,  South  Entrance  recorded 
161  vehicles  while  none  were  recorded  in  November  1965. 

There  were  245  vehicles  entered  the  Park  through  the  West  Entrance  at 
this  time  last  year,  and  237  entered  in  November  of  this  year. 

Yellowstone  was  closed  to  travel  to  the  general  public  on  November  6. 
Some  contractors  are  still  traveling  through  the  West  Entrance.  A 
contractor's  crew  was  still  at  Grant  Village  at  the  end  of  the  month 
repairing  the  floating  breakwater  at  the  marina. 

Snowmobiles.  There  were  eight  registries  at  Cave  Falls.  All  of  these 
came  in  via  small  snowmobiles.  These  indicate  possibly  increased  use 
in  the  Sechler  area  this  coming  winter. 

Special  Activities.  On  November  15,  a  meeting  was  held  for  all  Ranger 
Division  personnel  to  discuss  the  past  season's  operation,  problems,  and 
recommendations.   Superintendent  McLaughlin  discussed  the  Park  Master 
Plan.  The  United  States  Commissioner,  James  W.  Brown,  was  also  present. 

Forester  W.  Lowell  White  attended  the  Intermountain  Forest  Fire  Research 
Council  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  on  November  3  and  4.  A  report 
on  the  meeting  was  made  separately. 

Several  meetings  were  held  during  the  month  with  Park  County,  Montana, 
County  Commissioners  and  representatives  of  the  Town  of  Gardiner  Water 
and  Sewer  District  on  plans  the  District  is  considering  for  recon- 
struction of  its  water  and  sewer  systems.  The  growth  of  the  town  has 
made  it  imperative  that  these  improvements  be  undertaken.   The  State 
Health  Authorities  have  put  the  town  on  notice  that  pollution  of  the 
Yellowstone  River  from  sources  in  the  town  must  be  corrected.   Plans  for 
both  the  developments  will  bring  direct  and  indirect  benefits  to  the 
Park,  and  we  are  working  closely  with  the  local  people  to  promote  this 
direly  needed  improvement  and  to  forestall  any  undesirably  encroach- 
ment on  Park  lands. 

The  Superintendent  attended  the  41st  Annual  Convention  of  the  Dude 

Ranchers  Association  in  Billings,  Montana,  on  the  17th  through  19th. 

He  talked  to  the  convention  on  two  occasions  regarding  matters  involving 


(2) 


YELLOWSTONE  NATIO 


•  •  • 

■ 

■-,.<■ 

... 
- 

- 


( 


Yellowstone.   The  Dude  Uanchers,  while  Interested  in  National  Parks' 
activities,  showed  no  particular  concern  or  questioning  attitude  about 
National  Park  programs.  Much  concern  and  some  criticism  was  directed 
at  certain  aspects  of  Forest  Service  administration  of  its  Wilderness 
Areas.  Generally,  the  Dude  Ranchers  are  for  more  and  "wilder"  wilderness. 

The  Superintendent  was  in  the  Director's  office  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
November  7  through  10,  where  Park  matters  were  discussed  with  the 
Director  and  members  of  his  staff.  At  the  request  of  Assistant  Solicitor 
Myer,  the  proposed  general  regulations  were  reviewed  with  Mr.  Myer  and 
several  members  of  his  staff.   On  November  10,  at  an  Honors  Convocation 
in  the  Interior  Auditorium,  Secretary  Udall  presented  the  Distinguished 
Service  Award  to  about  thirty  Interior  Department  employees.  The 
Superintendent  was  among  those  honored  with  the  Award. 

The  Lake  Mess  was  closed  on  November  4. 

On  November  15  and  16  a  remote  radio  was  installed  in  the  Storehouse. 
This  will  improve  communications  with  the  Beartooth  Mess  Hall  and  will 
facilitate  the  ordering  and  supplying  of  commissary  items  for  Beartooth 
and  other  remote  areas. 

The  Superintendent's  staff  meetings  were  held  November  3  and  17. 

Adminis  tration 

Personnel 

Reassignment 

Elroy  W.  Bohlin  will  be  reassigned  to  the  position  of  Management 
Assistant,  Big  Hole  National  Battlefield,  effective  December  4. 

Aubrey  L.  Haines  will  be  reassigned  to  GS-11  Park  Naturalist 
position,  effective  December  4. 

Promotion 

Mary  E.  Wells,  promotion  to  Secretary  (Stenography)  GS-6,  in  the 
Superintendent's  Office,  from  Secretary  (Stenography)  to  the  Chief 
of  Maintenance,  effective  November  20  vice  Mrs.  Anne  B.  Goff . 

Transferred 

In   Ward  L.  Excell  was  promoted  from  the  position  of  Foreman  1 1- Roads 
and  Trails,  Bryce  Canyon  to  Foreman  Ill-Maintenance,  effective 
November  6. 

Mary  E.  Rector,  Clerk-Typist,  GS-3,  Dinosaur  National  Monument, 
was  promoted  to  Clerk  (Typing)  in  the  Maintenance  Division,  as  of 
November  20. 
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Out  Park  Ranger  James  V.  Court  has  been  selected  for  promotion  to 

District  Ranger  GS-9  at  Big  Bend  National  Park,  Texas.  Transfer 
effective  December  18. 

Supply  Clerk  Robert  L.  Warren  was  selected  for  Park  Ranger,  GS-5, 
at  Dinosaur  National  Monument,  to  be  effective  January  1. 

Retirement 

Park  Naturalist  George  D.  Marler  retired  effective  November  30. 

Wage  Rates.  Wage  rates  for  blue  collar  workers  were  approved  in  the 
Midwest  Regional  office  on  November  17.  The  over-all  increase  was 
approximately  2.8  percent.  Effective  date  of  the  schedule  was 
November  20. 

Awards .  Operator  General,  A.  Frank  Rape  received  a  $50  cash  award  for 
his  suggestion  to  paint  snow  stakes  different  colors  to  denote  either 
the  right  or  left  side  of  a  roadway. 

Distinguished  Service  Award.  Superintendent  John  S.  McLaughlin  was 
presented  the  Department's  highest  honor,  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award,  by  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Stewart  L.  Ddall,  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  November  10,  at  a  Convocation  held  in  the  Department  of  the 
Interior's  auditorium. 

Special  Assignment.   Chief  Park  Naturalist  John  M.  Good  was  selected 
for  the  Executive  Leadership  Workshop  being  conducted  at  the  Mather 
Training  Center,  Harpers  Ferry,  West  Virginia,  December  4  to  14. 

Interagency  Board  of  Examiners  Activity.  Mr.  James  J.  Schaefer, 
Executive  Officer  of  the  Wyoming  Interagency  Board  of  Examiners, 
visited  the  Park  during  the  week  of  November  14.  Mr.  Schaefer  developed 
qualification  requirements  and  examination  announcements  for  open 
competitive  examinations  to  be  announced  January  3.  The  examination 
announcements  will  cover  various  journeyman  trades  positions  of 
carpenter,  painter,  and  electrician  and  one  for  helper  positions. 
These  examinations  are  being  announced  under  the  quality  element  rating 
procedure  developed  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Quarters  Appraisals.  A  reappraisal  of  permanent  employee  housekeeping 
quarters  was  received  on  November  7  with  an  effective  date  of  October 
23.   Some  of  the  rental  rates  were  slightly  increased  and  some  were 
slightly  reduced.  The  new  evaluation  analysis  includes  a  specific 
allowance  for  fuel  oil  for  heating*  The  fuel  allowance  is  computed  at 
11  cents  per  gallon,  which  is  the  converted  cost  for  natural  gas  used  in 
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Che  basing  community.   Fuel  oil  use  will  be  adjusted  semi-annually  and 
employees  using  more  than  is  shown  on  the  Form  10-373  will  be  charged 
for  the  difference.   Refunds  will  be  made  if  less  is  used.   Quarters 
not  heated  with  fuel  oil  are  charged  a  flat  rate  for  heat. 

STATISTICS 

Births.  A  daughter  was  born  to  Ranger  and  Mrs.  Perron  Thompson, 
November  20,  at  the  Coe  Memorial  Hospital  in  Cody,  Wyoming.   Ranger 
Thompson  is  stationed  at  the  East  Entrance  for  the  winter. 

INTERPRETATION.  CONSERVATION  AND  USE 

Interpretive  Services  and  Planning.  West  District  Naturalist  Stanley 
G.  Canter  prepared  a  proposed  text  for  the  mini-folder  which  will  be 
distributed  to  Park  visitors  next  season.  He  continued  work  on  the 
text  for  the  new  Upper  Geyser  Basin  Trail  Guide. 

Attendance  at  the  Mammoth  Museum  during  the  month  totaled  280  visitors. 

YLMA.   By  unanimous  mail  vote  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  honorarium  paid  to  Mrs.  Ethel  Ashley,  Treasurer,  be  raised  r 
from  $100  per  year  to  $250  per  year  for  1966  and  subsequent  years.  The 
raise  was  justified  on  the  basis  of  increased  volume  of  YLMA  business 
and  a  change  to  a  more  rigorous  accounting  system,  both  requiring  more 
time  and  work  on  Mrs.  Ashley's  part. 

All  accessioning  for  the  museum  is  up  to  date.  The  quarterly  Report 
and  Yearly  Inventory  of  Accountable  Museum  Specimens  for  the  year 
ending  12/31/66  was  typed  and  forwarded  to  Midwest  Region. 

Research  and  Observation.  On  November  3,  4,  and  5,  Dr.  John  S. 
Rinehart,  Assistant  Director  for  Research  and  Development,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Washington  Science 
Center,  Rockville,  Maryland,  and  Mrs.  Rinehart  visited  the  Park.  They 
checked  records  of  Old  Faithful  eruptions  for  Dr.  Rinehart' 8  research. 

The  Rustrak  Recorder  at  Steamboat  Geyser  was  serviced  on  November  14. 
Up  to  that  date  there  had  been  no  major  eruption  of  STEAMBOAT  since 
October  26. 

Seismographs.   On  November  18  John  Dietrich,  U.  S.  Geological,  Crustal 
Studies  Branch,  visited  the  Park  for  the  purpose  of  checking  and 
servicing  all  seismograph  stations. 
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Visual  Aids.   Sorae  ground  work  for  the  Grant  Village  automatic  slide 
program  was  carried  out  during  the  month. 

Safety  and  Health.  One  on-the-job  accident  was  reported  by  the 
Maintenance  Division.  This  was  not  a  lost  time  accident. 

Hazardous  Trees.  Hazardous  tree  removal  was  started  at  Lamar  and  Pebble 
Creek  campground. 

Law  Enforcement.  Four  law  enforcement  incidents  were  reported  and 
investigated  for  the  month.  One  of  these  was  an  apparent  reported 
burglary  involving  four  different  buildings  in  the  Lake-Fishing  Bridge 
area.  Upon  investigation  and  later  developing  circumstances  on  the 
same  day  as  the  incident  was  reported,  the  responsible  individual  was 
identified,  questioned,  and  subsequently  determined  to  be  mentally 
deranged.   He  was  committed  to  the  Veterans  Hospital  at  Sheridan, 
Wyoming* 

The  official  and  final  closing  of  eight  separate  cases  that  occurred 
in  August  on  car  burglaries  made  possible  the  return  to  the  rightful 
owners  of  various  personal  items  being  held  as  evidence.  The 
responsible  culprit,  who  was  found  guilty  and  put  of  probation  in 
September,  was  recently  reported  to  have  violated  his  probation  by 
being  involved  in  another  burglary. 

On  November  6  the  Old  Faithful  road  was  closed.  The  Old  Faithful  area, 
prior  to  the  closure,  was  covered  in  the  evenings  and  early  morning 
hour 8  by  patrols. 

There  has  been  some  problem  with  hunters  on  small  snowmobiles  entering 
along  the  west  and  southwest  boundaries  of  the  Park.  On  November  26, 
a  Ski-doo  was  taken  to  Bechler  for  patrol  purposes. 

Buildings  and  Utilities.  All  Park  water  facilities  were  secured  for 
the  winter  except  for  Lake  Ranger  Station,  which  was  still  occupied. 

The  water  system  at  Stevens  Creek  was  improved  and  a  fence  constructed 
around  the  spring  and  intake  area  to  keep  this  system  restricted  to 
a  nimals. 

The  2,000-gallon  oil  tank  at  Lamar  was  removed  from  underground  and 
installed  in  the  generator  building  to  insure  better  and  continuous 
operation  of  diesel  power  plants. 
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Metering  of  power  at  the  West  Entrance  and  North  Entrance  quarters 
were  completed. 

Thirty  eight  new  signs  were  made.  Thirty  other  signs  were  lettered. 
Mine  small  signs  and  four  large  signs  were  placed  at  Norris  Junction. 

A  new  projection  booth  was  placed  at  Grant  Village  Amphitheater. 

The  repeater  on  Mt.  Washburn  has  suffered  from  low  and  fluctuating 
voltage  a  number  of  times  throughout  the  month.  On  November  30  a 
new  governor  was  mounted  on  the  motor.  This  corrected  the  problem 
and  the  voltage  is  now  holding  quite  steady. 

A  final  inspection  was  performed  on  the  new  radio  system  on  November 
7.  Everything  was  in  good  working  order  with  a  few  minor  exceptions. 
Adjustments  to  the  system  will  be  made  to  correct  these  deficiencies. 

Radio  Technician  Scott  McLean  installed  new  mobile  radios  in  snow 
equipment,  trucks,  and  vehicles. 

P-oads  and  Trails.  During  the  early  part  of  the  month,  heavy  snow  and 
winter  weather  slowed  down  all  operations  and  crews  were  cut  down  for 
winter  operations*   Some  snow  plowing  was  done  out  in  the  Park  to 
complete  projects  that  were  underway. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  The  annual  fire  report  summary  was  completed 
for  submission  to  Region  and  for  inclusion  in  the  Park's  fire  atlas. 

The  following  steps  were  taken  toward  the  annual  updating  of  individual 
fire  qualification  and  rating  cards: 

1.  Designation  of  a  Yellowstone  National  Park  Forest  Fire 
Qualification  and  Rating  Group 

2.  Forest  fire  experience  questionnaires  sent  out  to  all  Ranger e 

Building,  Fire  Protection.  Fire  brigade  training  sessions  were  held  on 
November  8  and  22.  Activities  included  hose  lays  and  tours  of  Mammoth 
concession  establishments. 

Standard  specifications  were  submitted  to  DCSSC  for  fire  plugs  to  be 
installed  in  the  Park. 
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Intact  and  Tree  Diseases.  The  Mountain  Pine  Beetle  survey  at 
Bechler  was  completed  on  November  9.   5,850  acres  were  surveyed  and 
although  the  beetle  is  prevalent  in  this  area,  it  is  below  epidemic 
proportions.   Detailed  findings  were  submitted  in  a  separate  report. 

On  November  7  and  8,  Nick  Reeves  and  Mac  Berg  met  with  Arland  Valcarce 
(Targhee  National  Forest)  and  Mark  McGregor  (Region  IV,  Ogden)  to 
gather  some  Pine  Beetle  brood  density  samples.  These  were  taken  near 
Fall  River  and  the  Bechler  Ranger  Station. 

Blister  rust  control  activities  consisted  of  a  final  check  of  the 
winterization  of  the  Canyon  work  area  on  November  21  and  the  compi- 
lation of  various  reports  including  the  annual  inventory. 

On  November  29  and  30,  Nick  Reeves  and  Mac  Berg  conducted  an  informal 
blister  rust  scouting  trip  into  the  Gallatin  National  Forest  adjacent 
to  the  north  boundary  of  Yellowstone.  Rust  (Cronartium  Ribicola)  was 
found  on  white  pine  in  the  Eagle  Creek  drainage  and  the  Bear  Creek 
drainage  north  of  Gardiner,  Montana,  for  the  first  time.  Considerable 
rust  was  also  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Tom  Miner  Basin  and  Sunlight 
Creek. 

Concessions 

Yellowstone  Park  Company.  The  lodging  facility  rates  and  the  opening 
and  closing  dates  for  1967  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  have  been 
approved  and  sent  to  the  Washington  and  Regional  offices. 

Rates  were  approved  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company* s  new  classifi- 
cations of  its  lodging  accommodations  as  follows: 

Overnight  Shelter 
Economy  Cabin 
Family  Cabin 
Regular  Cabin 
Standard  Cabin 
Motor  Inn  and  Hotel 

The  Company  does  not  have  facilities  equal  to  the  Service's  definition 
of  a  "First  Class"  accommodation.  Therefore,  no  rate  was  set  for 
this  category. 

The  Company  has  put  out  invitations  for  bid  for  major  1967  food  needs. 
The  use  of  'convenience"  foods  will  be  increased  in  1967  to  reduce 
labor  costs. 
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Locations,  rates  and  operating  requirements  have  been  approved  for 

the  Company's  snowmobile  operations  this  winter.  Concessions 

Analyst  John  H.  Clay  met  with  Assistant  Superintendent  Martinek  and 

Chief  Park  Ranger  Estey  and  Messrs.  John  Dietz  and  Ronald  Beaumont 

of  Yellowstone  Park  Company  on  November  28  to  clarify  snowmobile  routes. 

The  Mammoth  inspection  for  structural  deficiencies  of  the  Company's 
cabins  was  completed  by  November  9.  This  was  the  final  area  in  the 
Park  to  be  inspected*   Inspections  will  be  made  in  May  1967  to  check 
that  needed  repair  work  has  been  done. 

The  removal  of  the  old  Yellowstone  Park  Company  boat  dock  in  front 
of  the  Lake  Hotel  is  about  85  percent  complete.  This  project  will 
have  to  continue  next  spring* 

The  largest  portion  of  the  floating  dock  at  Fishing  Bridge  was 
removed* 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  has  purchased  12  small  oversnow  machines 
which  it  plans  to  rent  to  visitors.  The  trips,  which  will  operate 
from  Tower  to  Washburn  and  Golden  Gate  to  Nor r is,  will  be  guided. 

The  Old  Faithful  area  now  has  its  full  complement  of  two  winter- 
keepers,  both  of  whom  aie  bachelors. 

Medical  Service.  A  meeting  was  held  November  22  with  Dr.  Moffit  of 
the  Livingston  Clinic  and  his  attorney,  Mr.  John  W.  McDonald,  Jr.  of 
Livingston,  Montana,  in  the  Superintendent's  office.  The  Superintendent 
and  the  Concessions  Analyst  prepared  an  amended  contract  draft  to  cover 
changes  resulting  from  the  meeting  and  forwarded  this  contract  draft 
to  Dr.  Moffltt.  The  medical  group  will  send  a  formal  statement  on 
proposed  medical  services  and  fees  as  soon  as  possible. 

Hamilton  Stores.  Inc.  A  followup  study  of  the  Hamilton  Store  merchan- 
dise at  Mammoth  was  made  on  November  23*  Some  undesirable  merchandise 
from  our  viewpoint  was  still  being  offered  for  sale. 

Cjvil  Defense.  Members  of  the  Emergency  Operations  Committee,  Harold 
Estey,  Frank  Elliott,  Cecil  Banner,  Richard  Miller,  Kent  Wintch,  and 
Ted  Scott,  attended  Civil  Defense  meetings  on  November  9  and  28. 

Snow  Surveys.   Representatives  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  were 
in  the  Park  on  November  30  providing  limited  training  to  personnel 
not  having  snow  survey  experience. 
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West  Yellowstone  Sub- District  Rangers  continued  to  read  the 
Madison  River  gauge  for  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  and  the  soil 
moisture  and  snow  moisture  gauges  for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  A  wildlife  trend  count  was 
made  along  the  standard  route  between  Mammoth  and  Reese  Creek: 

Date       Elk      Deer        Pronghorn     Bighorn  Sheep 

11/3       None       6  3  37 

Wildlife  habitat  maps  and  acreage  estimates  for  the  Park  were  revised 
for  the  Missouri  River  Basin  Comprehensive  Framework  Study  being  con- 
ducted by  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife. 

Bison.  The  largest  group  of  bison  counted  was  29  in  the  Lamar  Area. 

Antelope  and  Deer.  General  observations  indicate  an  increased  number 
of  deer  and  pronghorn  in  the  Mammoth-Reese  Creek  area.  Deer  are  common 
between  Mammoth  and  Tower  Junction,  and  Little  Cottonwood  Creek- 
Hellroaring  Slopes-Lamar  River  gauging  station  area. 

Elk.  The  elk  trapping  manual  was  revised  to   bring  it  up  to  date  and 
to  include  new  procedures  for  handling  and  neckbanding  elk. 

Elk  Management  and  Distribution.   Snow  in  early  November  resulted  in 
elk  movement  to  the  upper  and  intermediate  winter  range.   Heaviest 
concentrations  were  in  the  Junction  Butte- Crystal  Creek  and  Lamar 
River- Soda  Butte  Creek  areas*   Several  hundred  are  regularly  seen  in 
early  morning.  On  the  10th,  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Kenneth  R. 
Ashley  counted  580  between  Mammoth  and  Pebble  Creek,  mostly  beyond 
Tower  Junction. 

Biologists  Jake  Metherell  and  Bill  Barmore  made  an  overnight  horse- 
back trip  on  November  21-22  along  the  north  side  of  the  Yellowstone 
River  between  Little  Cottonwood  Creek  and  the  mouth  of  the  Lamar 
River.  About  150-200  elk  were  observed  between  Hellroaring  Slopes 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Lamar  River.  Migration  trails  were  heavily  used 
and  other  evidence  of  elk  activity  was  abundant.   Range  utilization 
was  light. 

Throughout  the  winter  range,  moderately  to  heavily  crusted  snow  would 
restrict  elk  feeding  on  northfacing  slopes  In  swales  that  ordinarily 
receive  heaviest  use  this  time  of  year.   Snow  conditions  may  result 
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Contracts 

Aiman  Construction  Corapany       $  67,352.00    3  comfort  stations 
Idaho  Fulls,  Idaho  in  the  Canyon  area 

#14-10-2-101-34 

Stop  Orders  were  issued  to  all  contractors  except  Wade's,  Inc., 
who  are  still  working  on  the  five  new  residences  at  Mammoth. 

Ditetner.  Construction  Company  is  finishing  the  repair  and  modification 
to  the  Floating  Breakwater  at  Grant  Village. 
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BIG  HOLE  NATIONAL  BATTLEFIELD 

General 

Weather  Conditions.  Cloudy  or  partly  cloudy  weather  with  inter- 
mittent light  snow  and  rain  showers  was  the  general  weather  for 
November.  There  was  less  than  two  inches  of  snow  remaining  on  the 
ground  at  the  end  of  the  month.  A  minimum  temperature  of  +&  degrees 
was  recorded  on  November  21. 

Travel.  The  Battlefield  was  closed  for  the  winter  on  November  4. 

Interpretive 

With  the  road  construction  making  travel  to  the  Siege  Area  difficult, 
all  signs  indicating  the  Battlefield  were  taken  up.  It  was  essentially 
closed  for  the  winter  on  November  4. 

Operation 

Maintenance.  Dismanteling  of  the  old  Ruby  Bitch  trestle  was  con- 
tinued with  the  project  about  30%  completed. 

Design  and  Construction 

New  Construction.  Road  construction  to  the  Siege  Area  by  the  Gar rick 
Construction  Company  continued  with  the  Ruby  Bench  irrigation  ditch 
cement  culvert  completed.  The  parking  area  near  the  river  was  almost 
to  grade.  Construction  work  on  this  road  was  closed  for  the  winter 
on  November  30. 
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YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 
Design  and  Construction  Narrative 
November ,  1966 


Plans,  Maps  and  Surveys 

The  following  drawing  was  reviewed  and  recommended  by  the  Super- 
intendent : 

Concessioner  Working  Drawing  NP-YEL-8071  -  Modifications  to  Piping 
Systems,  West  Wing,  Old  Faithful  Inn.  Recommended  by  Superintendent 
11/29/66. 

Bid  Openings 

Bids  were  opened  November  2,  1966,  for  "Comfort  Stations  (3), 
Canyon  Area" •  Of  the  nine  bids  received,  that  of  Aiman  Const. 
Co.,  of  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  was  low  at  $67,352.00.  Range  to 
$89,208.00 

Stop  Orders  issued  to: 

Paul  Lee,  effective  COB  November  4 
R.  J.  Studer  6c  Sons,  effective  COB  November  4 
Penta-Vac  Post  &  Pole,  effective  COB  November  8 
flunter-Saucerraan  Construction,  effective  COB  November  9 
Davey  Tree  Expert  Co.,  effective  COB  November  10 
Clark's  Ready-Mix  Concrete,  effective  COB-November  18 

Meeting  attended  by  the  Management  Assistant  (Programs) : 
Staff,  November  17. 
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BIG  HOLS  SATlOSaL  laXXLfiFIEUS 

design  and  Construction  narrative 

lev ease  r  *  l«Pe  ft 

Stop  Qreer  issued  to* 

Gar  rick  Coaatruccion  C*.t  effective  Neveaber  30 

Baa* asaaaely  aiU  weather  permittee  construction  work  »y  Garrick 
Construction  Cenpeay  to  proceed  longer  than  had  been  gatlcipsted . 


John  S.  McLaughlin 


In  triplicate 

cc: 

lagioeai  Director,  Midwest  leg  it 

—Library 
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DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  AWARD 


Superintendent  John  S.  McLaughlin,  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  Wyoming,  was  presented  the  Department's  highest 
honor,  the  Distinguished  Service  Award,  by  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  Stewart  L.  Udall,  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
November  10,  1966,  at  a  Convocation  held  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior's  auditorium. 
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YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK,  WYOMING 


NOVEMBER  1966 


Mammoth  Motor  Inn,  operated  by  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company 
will  be  open  this  winter.   This  is  the  first  year  the  Company 
has  operated  a  year-round  facility  in  the  Park. 


Beautiful  60-foot  Englemann  Spruce  in  front  of  the 
Administration  Building.   The  lights  were  turned  on 
this  year  on  December  12. 

NPS  PHOTOS 


I 


\mmt 


Hi  Hi 


